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CELEBRAT]NG THE SUCCESS OF THEJ
BASIC FIRE FIGHTING COURSE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL ACCREDITED TRAINING

he uMngeni Resilience Project (URP) provided an
accredited basic firefighting and environmental
fraining on 25 January 2019 af Nhlozuka in
Richmond with 60 community members.

The URP has four components, one of which is focuses
on developing early warning systems. Basic fire training
(level 1) was undertaken with Nhlazuka community
members, one of the pilot sites of URP in the Richmond
Local Municipality, to build the capacity of local
community members to engage with the development
of community-level integrated fire management plans.
The approach taken through the URP ensures that
communities are aware of how to interpret the received
information and that they know how to respond when
warnings and instructions are issued by the Municipality.

The disaster management and climate change impact
awareness campaign consolidated the learnings
gained from the two modules. Through the workshop,
the community members developed practical plans
and projects that they will implement in their own areas.
This is also the first step towards developing the fire risk
management plan.

The workshop ended with a handover ceremony, which
highlighted the work that URP has done in increasing the
capacity of community members for fire management
and dealing with environmental issues of Nhlazuka so as
to increase their resilience.

This will help not only the individuals but the whole
community because they will share their knowledge and
skills that they acquired from the training. The certificate
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handover revealed the firefighting committees to the
community and provided the necessary platform for
local roleplayers, e.g. Municipal officials and the Fire
Protection Association (FPA), fo establish relations for
future collaboration.

uMgungundlovu District Municipality
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CELEBRATING WETLANDS DAY UNDER THE
THEME WETLANDS AND CLIMATE CHANGE

he uMngeni Resilience Project (URP) took part in a

World Wetland Day celebration at Inadi Wetland

on 2 February 2019, hosted in partnership with the

Department of Economic Development Tourism
and Environmental Affairs, Msunduzi Museum, UMngeni
Water and Duzi Umngeni Conservation Trust.

The various stakeholders had an information session
where they educated the community of Vulindlela
about the importance of wetlands. This was especially
important because the Vulindlela area is highly reliant
on ecosystem services. Wetlands are used by this
community as water collection points, fishing grounds
and clay collection points, and reduced ecosystem
service delivery will increase the vulnerability of
communities in Vulindlela.

A representative from uMngeni Water, Ms Penny
Gumede (Environmental Education Officer), gave a
presentation on water and wetlands management.
She emphasised why community members should care
about wetlands, by saying: “Wetlands are great filters!
They trap sediments and remove pollutants, which help
to purify water. ”

‘ ‘ Wetlands are great filters!
They trap sediments and remove
pollutants, which help to purify
water. ’ ’

The other presentations were also cenfred on the crifical
need to safeguard wetlands. Some of the reasons
stressed are:

e Wetlands store our water to ensure supply during
dry periods — Wetlands work like giant sponges. They
store water and then slowly release it, and this helps
to deal with dry seasons with little rainfall.

e Wetlands help to conftrol erosion — Sediments are
also frapped by wetlands. In a semi-arid country
like South Africa, the role of wetlands in trapping
sediments, before the sediment-laden water joins a
river course and just washes away, is really useful.

*  Wetlands provide homes for animals and plants —
Biodiversity is high around wetland habitats. These
areas provide food and shelter for many animals,
in particular bird species such as herons, spoonbills
and flamingos, and amphibians such as frogs.

WETLANDS AND THEIR ROLE IN MITIGATING CLIMATE CHANGE

The convention on Wetlands of International Importance was adopted in Ramsar, Iran, 48 years ago on 2 February 1971. That date is now
celebrated globally every year as World Wetlands Day. The theme to celebrate World Wetlands Day 2019 is ‘Wetlands and Climate Change’'.

A wetland is a distinct ecosystem that is covered by water. They are areas where water covers the soil or is present near the surface
of the soil either permanently or seasonally. Wetlands occur in different environments around the world, and they all have different
characteristics. However, they do all have one thing in common: they are exiremely important habitats of rich biodiversity, and they
have an important role to play in the lives of humans and animals alike. Wetlands are a critical part of our environment because they
reduce the impacts of floods, improve water quality, and absorb pollutants. Hence, wetlands can

provide resilience in our communities because of the crucial ecosystem services.

The predicted impacts of climate change include more intense weather events such as floods, which
is one of the hazards currently faced by communities in uMgungundlovu District Municipality (uUMDM).
The uMDM,, in partnership with SANBI and the University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN) is implementing URP,
with its overall objectives being to reduce the vulnerability of communities and small-scale farmers in

the uMDM to the impacts of climate change.

One of the targets of the project is to restore 12km of the riparian zone of critical ecological infrastructure
to improve its capacity to lessen the effects of disasters provoked by climate change. This will restore
deteriorated ecological infrastructure that, when functional, plays a serious role in protecting communities
from climate change impacts and provides a range of ecosystem services.

For more information on wetlands or on how you can improve resilience to climate change impact, please contact
the project team at uMgungundlovu District Municipality on: Tel: 033 897 6700 | Email: urp@umdm.gov.za

uMgungundlovu District Municipality
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ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION TRAINING

he URP and the Wildlife and Environment Society

South Africa (WESSA) conducted environmental

education fraining for community members

of Nhlazuka, Ward 5 of Richmond, Vulindlela in
Msunduzi Local Municipality and Swayimane, Ward 8 in
uMshwathi Local Municipality. The training took place
over four weeks in February and March 2019.

ACCREDITED LIFE SKILLS TRAINING

he uMngeni Resilience
Project (URP) offered training
on various life skills including
First Aid during March and
April 2019 to help community
members from project pilot sites
prepare and respond to life-
threatening incidents caused by
the impact of climate change.
The ftraining was conducted by
Tonex Management  Solutions.
#DevelopingRuralCommunities

H uMgungundlovu District Municipality
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UMNGENI RESILIENCE
PROJECT & UEIP YOUNG

RESEARCHERS AND
PRACTITIONERS
LEARNING EXCHANGE

he uMgungundlovu Disfrict Municipality (UMDM),

together with the University of KwaZulu-Natal's

School of Agriculture, Earth and Environmental

Sciences (UKZN-SAEES), in partnership with the
uMngeni Ecological Infrastructure Partnership (UEIP),
hosted an URP-UEIP Researcher-Practitioner Learning
Exchange on 19-20 March 2019 at the UKZN Ukulinga
Research Farm.

The learning exchange provided a platform for
engagementsbetweenyoungenvironmentalpractitioners,
farmers, researchers, experienced practitioners and
industry experts working in the uMngeni catchment.

The workshop was to be a vehicle for knowledge sharing
and discussions, collaboration and discussions on projects
and work areas headed by young environmental
practitioners and young farmers who are often led by
passion for the environment and farming but who may
not be able to access research and information to
support and guide their work.

The two-day event focused on sharing information on
the opportunities available for young people, with
breakaway sessions to unpack them and interrogate
how the youth can tap into these and empower
themselves. It also involved practical sessions where
attendees crafted work plans on how they could assist
each other and industry mentors were on hand in the
different groups to provide guidance.

The workshop formed part of Component 4 of the
uMngeni Resilience Project (URP), which aims to reduce
the vulnerability of communities in the uMDM area to

the impact of climate change. It focuses on building
the capacity of local stakeholders, sharing lessons and
developing policy recommendations that facilitate
the scaling up and replication of project interventions.
Providing this platform ensures the sustainability of these
great initiatives.

The workshop was part of the uMngeni catchment’s
celebration of National Water Week as it is aligned
with the 2019 theme of ‘Water is Life — 20 Years of Water
Delivery for Social and Economic Development’. There
will be an opportunity for young people to learn about
other programmes being led by young people in similar
circumstances in other catchments.
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Mr Karl Binns from Minorities in Agriculture, Natfural Resources
and Related Sciences (MANNRS) in the USA; Mr Mlungisi Nfuli
from Liberty NPO and Mr Breyten Mojapelo from Standard Bank
were among the panel members in the facilitated discussion
facilitated discussions on Opportunities and Challenges with
Researchers, and Industry and Government/Civil Society at the
learning exchange.

uMgungundlovu District Municipality
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HONOURING INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR
BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

his year's celebrations of the

International  Day for Biological

Diversity on 22 May 2019, under the

theme 'Our Biodiversity, Our Food and
Our Health' focused on biodiversity as the
foundation for our food and health and a
key catalyst to transforming food systems
and improving human health.

Resilience Project (URP) with its overall
objectives being to reduce the vulnerability
of communities and small-scale farmers in
the uUMDM to the impact of climate change.

How to encourage biodiversity
at home

INTERNATIONAL DAY

We can all help biodiversity thrive in our

The theme aimed to leverage knowledge
and spread awareness of the dependency
of our food systems, nutrition, and health
on biodiversity and healthy ecosystems.
The theme also celebrated the diversity
provided by our natural systems for human
existence and well-being on Earth, while contributing
to other Sustainable Development Goals, including
climate change mitigation and adaptation, ecosystems
restoration, cleaner water and zero hunger, among others.

The anficipated effects of climate change include
infense weather events such as floods, which is one
of the dangers currently faced by communities in
uMgungundlovu District Municipality (UMDM).

The UMDM, in partnership with SANBI and the University
of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN) is implementing the UMngeni

CO LINKING BIODIVERSITY
AND CLIMATE CHANGE

The link between climate change and biodiversity has
long been established. Although throughout Earth’s
history the climate has always changed with ecosystems
and species coming and going, rapid climate change
affects ecosystems and species’ ability to adapt and so
biodiversity loss increases.

While most of us aren’t actively trying to harm biodiversity,
modern daily life has unintended consequences that
impact the plants and animals sharing this planet with
us. Natural and human caused disruptions reduce
biodiversity and threaten human livelihoods and survival.

BIOLOGICAL
DIVERSITY

Qur Biodiversity,
Qur Food, Our Health

— 22 MAY 2019 — .

backyards with a few simple habit changes

and pro-active actions. Here are a few

ways in which you can reduce your adverse
impact on the environment and encourage
local biodiversity.

Reduce your consumption — The more

you reduce your demand for new resources,
the less habitat will be destroyed to get those
resources or the energy to make those products,
and the less waste goes into the landfill.

* Reuse and recycle - Composting is key here. It
reduces the amount of waste going info landfills
and the space needed to hold that waste. Look
info ways in which you can find new uses for those
purchases infended for single use. Keep up with
what is recyclable in your area.

e Buy organic foods - While organic certification
doesn’'t guarantee that your food is 100% free of
pesticides, organic growers are held to the criteria
of minimal pesticide use.

* Reduce your energy demand - Burning fossil fuels is
one of the main drivers of climate change, which is
exponentially quickening biodiversity loss by presenting
unparalleled challenges to the world’s plants and
animals. Start by conserving energy in your home. A
Home Energy Audit can help raise your awareness
about where you canreduce energy use in your home
and then incorporate renewable energy.

"%y For more information on how you can become more
I resilient to the impacts of climate change and on

what you can do to protect biodiversity in your area,
please contact the project team at uMgungundlovu District

Municipality on: Tel: 033 897 6700 | Email: urp@umdm.gov.za

TRAINING NHLAZUKA FARMERS
ON INTERCROPPING

n 29 May 2019, the URP staff frained farmers on

intercropping (the system used to plant different

cropsinthe same area atthe same time). The farmers

fromm Nhlazuka were very excited to learn this new
way of planting their vegetables as many were unaware of this
system. The method of planting in the canvas bags means that
elderly people and people living with disabilities who want fo
plant vegetables can also enjoy eating them.

uMgungundlovu District Municipality
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““ ADAPTATION FUND
VISITS SWAYIMANE:
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COMMEMORATING S e P L |
WORLD ENVIRONMENT Bl IS
DAY AT T H E M I L E WAT E R the uMngeni Resilience Project’s sites — Swayimane

in uMshwathi Local Municipality — on 10 June 2019.

AWA R E N E S S L E A R N I N G #HelpingCommunitiesAdaptToClimateChange
EXCHANGE

RP staff participated in a Water Awareness

Learning Exchange from 4-5 June 2019 at

the Burman Bush Conference Cenfre led by

the eThekwini Municipal Institute of Learning
(MILE), in partnership with Deutsche Gesellschaft for
Intfernationale Zusammenarbeit (GlZ), the Department
of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries, the Department of
Environmental Affairs and uMngeni Water. The purpose
of the Learning Exchange was for municipalities and
South African water organisations/agencies to share
lessons learned on water awareness campaigns and
projects within South Africa. URP staff learned a lof from
these engagements about capacity building methods
for climate change.
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NKULULEKO PRIMARY SCHOOL

Mgungundlovu District Municipality Mayor, Her Worship ClIr T.E. Maphumulo, accompanied by staff, visited
Nkululeko Primary School in Swayimane, uMshwathi Local Municipality recently.

The visit to the school aimed to raise awareness about climate change and educate scholars practically on
how their community can adapt to climate change. The URP provided gardening tools as well as bins that will
assist the school with growing vegetable gardens and encouraging recycling and cleanliness.

We are delighted to see schools participating in programmes
that ensure environmental conservation,” said the uMDM Mayor.

PROJECT MANAGEMENT UNIT: UMNGENI RESILIENCE PROJECT

uMgungundlovu District Municipality
242 Langalibalele Street, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa

Office: +27 (0)33 897 6700 ¢ Email: urp@umdm.gov.za
Website: www.urp.org.za

Author: Tholithemba Khoza; Sub-editor: Lindokuhle Khanyile and Chief Editor: Nomalungelo Ndlovu
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